Abstract The Recombinant DNA (rDNA) technique is expected to bring about a great progress in the improvement of breeding technology and the development of new plant varieties showing high quality and high yield, such as those with excellent pest and disease resistances, those with environmental stress tolerance, etc. In the USA, a late ripening tomato variety (FLAVR SAVRTM) developed through the rDNA technology was commercialized as the world's first recombinant food in 1994. Seven transgenic crop plants, such as herbicide tolerant soybean and canola, insect resistant corn and potato, were complied the all safety assessments with the guidelines required and they are marketable in Japan.
